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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


Henry A. Kissinger#^ 

Your Meeting with Sainteny 
Tuesday, July 15, 1969 10:30 a.m. 


You will recall that during your last meeting with Mr. 
Sainteny you: 

t t » 1 
‘ < i * 

* * 

asked Sainteny to go to Hanoi to deliver a letter to 
Ho Chi Minh which reiterated that a just peace is 
achievable; 

* • • 

* ♦ « # 

**** subsequently, Sainteny spoke to Hanoi’s representatives 

in Paris and they advised him to transmit the 

. communication in Paris which we declined to do. 
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* * ( * 

We then decided to bring Sainteny to Washington to get his 
assessment of the situation and to suggest that he help arrange a 
meeting between me and Le Due Tho. 

• • l ^ t 

• ■ v •/ 

« * , • ( 

-- I now think I should deliver the letter to Ho Chi Minh 

via Le Due Tho (letter at Tab A) 


In addition, you should inform Sainteny; 

♦' 

You are determined to: 

1 

(1) achieve an honorable settlement 

* * 

« 

(2) not be pushed beyond a certain point (just in case 
Sainteny leaks your conversation to the other side) 
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THE WHITE H 


m 


WASHINGTON 



Dear Mr. President: / 

I realize that it is difficult to conpununicate meaningfully 
across the gulf of four years ofXvar. But precisely 
because of this gulf -- and because the question of our 
sincerity has been raised bvyour side in Paris — — 1 wanted 
to take this opportunity to/eaffirm in all solemnity my 
desire to work for a just/peace. I deeply believe that the 

I e on too long and delay in bringing 

no one -- least of all the people of 
l May 14 laid out a proposal which 
arties. It takes into account the 
f all sides, but we stand ready to 
as well. 

il purpose: to assure the right of 
iople to determine their own fate 
. As I indicated on May 14, this 
mify Vietnam. 11 if that turns out to 
uth Vietnam and the people of North 
ide seems to agree on this point, 
ns to achieve this end. 

a us all. The time has come to 
iference table toward an early 
war. You will find us forthcoming 
>mmon effort to bring the blessings 
l Vietnam. 

Sincerely, 


His Excellency 

Ho Chi Minh V' 

President 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
Hanoi 


’*'■ ♦’ ‘V. 



